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THE UNIVERSITY  COLLEGES 
O F  VIC 
FOUNDED DURING THE DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION, THE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGES OF VIC WANT TO RETRIEVE FOR 
CATALONIA VIC'S FORMER STATUS AS A UNIVERSITY TOWN 
WITH A UNIQUELY DIFFERENTIATED OFFER. THIS IS THEIR 
PARTICULAR RESPONSE TO THE ISSUES OF TODAY'S 
UNIVERSITY IN CATALONIA ND EUROPE. 
R l C A R D  T O R R E N T S  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R .  E S T U D I S  U N I V E R S I T A R I S  D E  V I C  
O he University Colleges of Vic (Es- tudis Universitaris de Vic, EUVI, which were founded d u r i n ~  the 
- 
democratic transition and aspire to be- 
coming a university that will retrieve for 
Catalonia Vic's former status as a uni- 
versity town, present a uniquely diffe- 
rentiated offer within the country's fur- 
ther education system and an original 
response to the issues of the contempo- 
rary university in Catalonia and Europe. 
The Catalan universities in fact share 
the same problems as their European 
neighbours, problems that are usually 
described in terms of crisis: a crisis of 
identity, a crisis of confidence and a 
crisis of means. Three parallel crises 
which are also usually explained away 
to the democratization of further educa- 
tion and the subsequent overcrowding 
of universities. 
Besieged by crowds of students, the 
universities cannot help falling into this 
triple crisis. The overwhelming increase 
in numbers leads to a shortage of re-. 
sources. The traditional system of uni- 
versity funding based on taxation can- 
not indefinitely satisfy the need for new 
facilities and new and competent tea- 
chers. The quality of the teaching de- 
clines. The students, their future emp- 
loyers and society in general lose faith in 
the efficiency of the University. The uni- 
versity, for its part, reduced to the role 
of an enormous office issuing useful but 
discredited qualifications, loses its for- 
mer legitimation as an institution devo- 
ted to the transmission of knowledge 
and the promotion of research. 
In the midst of this situation of crisis that 
is  affecting Europe in general, the Cata- 
lan university system has nevertheless 
followed an interesting course during 
the last ten years. Today, bearing in 
mind that the Franco regime left a situa- 
tion that was far frorn easy to transforrn, 
we can only agree that the universities 
have made remarkable progress. Carn- 
puses have been enlarged, research 
centres have been equipped, courses 
have been diversified and reformed, 
exchanges have been internationali- 
zed, university colleges have been es- 
tablished in a dozen large towns and 
cities. On the basis of laws affecting the 
whole of Spain, and of the 'autonomy 
granted each university and the powers 
transferred to the Catalan governrnent, 
old and new universities have success- 
fully transformed the further education 
of a country which since 1714 had 
never had a real chance to equip itself 
with the universities it wanted -that is, 
efficient, identifiably Catalan, and or- 
ganised around their basic liberties: 
freedorn to teach, to study and to carry 
out research. 
This process, which has been going on 
for ten years, has also stimulated the 
diversification of the universities. Today 
there are not only the large historic uni-. 
versities with their tens of thousands of 
students. There are also srnaller univer- 
sities. There is  the great concentration 
of universities in the rnetropolitan area 
of Barcelona, but there are also decen- 
tralized universities throughout the 
country. Girona, Lleida, Tarragonal 
Reus, Vic have al1 helped to redraw the 
old map of our country's university cen- 
tres. Finally, the legal possibility of 
founding private universities has 
opened up a space that breaks the state 
monopoly. Various independent initia- 
tives born in the shadow of the Church 
or arising in the civil society have found 
their places in further education. 
Is there now a university rnarket in Ca- 
talonia? In econornics and business 
courses there is certainly a very varied 
offer. In the others, however, the alter- 
natives to the rnonopoly of the public 
universities are just beginning to ap- 
pear. The public universities, for their 
part, have begun a certain rivalry 
amongst thernselves. Although the pub- 
lic system tends to generate unifor- 
rnity, the present situation rneans that 
each university can stand out in certain 
aspects. The universities have a margin 
in which to apply cornpetitive acadernic 
policies of their own and try to attract 
that share of the market to which they 
aspire. 
What is the EUV's own particular re- 
sponse to al1 this? To the crisis of rneans, 
which has so far prevented the public 
systern frorn getting as far as Vic, the 
town has replied with mixed funding. In 
charge is a private foundation which 
adrninistrates the resources provided 
largely by student fees. The town con- 
tributes the buildings. The Generalitat 
makes specific grants and donations to- 
wards the students' fees. The founda- 
tion's heritage is increased through do- 
nations. 
The novelty of the EUV lies in the busi- 
ness adrninistration of a university es- 
tablishment which, without falling into 
economic elitisrn, offers quality teaching 
at affordable prices. 
To the crisis of confidence in the quality 
of further education, the EUV, in colla- 
boration with the Barcelona universities 
that oversee thern, have replied offer- 
ing the best possible studentlteacher 
ratios, which fornent personal relations, 
guided study, a profitable use of al1 the 
auxiliary services and co-ordination 
with the cultural and econornic environ- 
ment. Their gradual growth has built up 
a coherent blend of new and traditional 
courses, six short-cycle courses -Tea- 
cher Training, Nursing, Business Studies, 
Agriculture, Cornputer Technology and 
Telecomrnunications- and one long- 
cycle -the degree course in Translating 
and Interpreting. Each course puts the 
ernphasis on a particular sphere. Thus 
the Teacher Training College stands out 
for its studies of language, the Nursing 
College for cornrnunity health, the Agri- 
cultural College for its food transforrna- 
tion industries, the Business School for 
its internationalization. A European Di- 
ploma of lnternational Adrninistration 
provides the chance to spend the whole 
of the third year at Portsrnouth or Tee- 
side (Great Britain), Rotterdam (Hol- 
land), Bielefeld (Gerrnany), Valenciennes 
(France) or Braga (Portugal). Students 
from these universities spend a year at 
Vic. The size of the EUV, the optirniza-• 
tion of resources and a teaching ap- 
proach aimed at training young people 
not just as future professionals but as 
men and wornen of quality ought to re- 
new faith in the university. Of the 3,000 
students at Vic, only a quarter are frorn 
the irnmediate area; the rest come frorn 
al1 over Catalonia. 
Finally, the crisis of identity facing uni- 
versities in general and the Catalan uni- 
versities in particular is approached 
with realisrn at the EUV, but with opti- 
misrn and without cornplexes. What do 
we expect of the university in Europe 
today, in conternporary Catalonia? 
Each institution will have to find its own 
particular answer to this on the basis of 
its own situation, the financial, pedago- 
gic and scientific resources it is able to 
generate and the aspirations of the en- 
vironrnent in which the universe lives, 
but also on the basis of the idea that 
university training is one of society's 
rnost valuable heritages. Today this he- 
ritage has been dernocratized and this 
means that a great rnany young people 
have access to the university as one of 
the best opportunities life can offer 
thern. In this little corner of Europe, the 
town of Vic, the EUV are proud to offer 
a university training for the youth of 
today, rnen and wornen of tornorrow. A 
universal and national university train- 
ing. After all, identity, whether of indi- 
vidual~ or institutions, is  produced when 
these two pararneters come together: 
conternporaneity and nationality. The 
EUV identify with what is self-evident: 
the university of Catalonia. • 
